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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . Claims 1-20 have been examined. 

Specification 

2. The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: typographical errors 

1 . see page 1 , line 5 : change "conceal-ing" to "concealing" 

2. see page 1, line 31 : change "ac-count" to "account" 

3. see page l,line 32: change "with-out" to "without" 

4. see page 5, line 4: change "sub-subscriber" to "subscriber" 

5. see page 5, line 4: change "mo-bile" to "mobile". 
Appropriate correction is required. 

6. The abstract of the disclosure is objected to because of a typographical error. Delete 
"(figure 1)" from the abstract (see bottom of abstract). Correction is required. See MPEP 
§ 608.01(b). 

Drawings 

7. The drawings are objected to as failing to comply with 37 CFR 1.84(p)(5) because they 
do not include the following reference sign(s) mentioned in the description: "20" (see page 4, 
line 19). Corrected drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 1 . 121(d) are required in reply to 
the Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. Any amended replacement drawing 
sheet should include all of the figures appearing on the immediate prior version of the sheet, 
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even if only one figure is being amended. Each drawing sheet submitted after the filing date of 
an application must be labeled in the top margin as either "Replacement Sheet" or "New Sheet" 
pursuant to 37 CFR 1.121(d). If the changes are not accepted by the examiner, the applicant will 
be notified and informed of any required corrective action in the next Office action. The 
objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

8. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

9. Claims 1-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over US 
Publication No. 2006/0004659 to Hutchinson et al. in view of US Publication No. 2001/0037316 
to Shiloh. 

Hutchinson et al. disclose requesting a virtual identifier by means of the first user 
equipment, i.e. buyer's computer, (see paragraph [0069] - the process of applying for a virtual 
payment account is initiated when a buyer requests an application from the Internet using the 
Web browser installed on the buyer's computer), establishing the virtual identifier for the first 
user equipment (see paragraph [0071], lines 9 & 10) and using the virtual identifier of the first 
user equipment for communication between the first and the second user equipment, i.e. seller 
website is stored on a seller's server, (see paragraph [0086] -once the buyer visits a registered 
seller's Web site, the buyer may order and pay for products offered using his virtual payment 
account). Hutchinson et al. do not expressly disclose linking the virtual identifier of the first user 
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equipment to the first characteristic identifier of the first user equipment. Shiloh discloses 
linking the virtual identifier of the first user equipment to the first characteristic identifier of the 
first user equipment (see paragraph [0027] - the linking between the real user information and 
the virtual user information is known only to the user and to an organ of the AVPP). At the time 
the invention was made, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art to 
modify the method disclose by Hutchinson et al. to include the step of linking the virtual 
identifier of the first user equipment to the first characteristic identifier of the first user 
equipment. One of ordinary skill in the art would have been motivated to do this because it 
ensures that the virtual user can be identified in order to process the transaction (e.g. charge 
his/hers account, contact the user, ship product). 

Referring to claim 2, Hutchison et al. disclose requesting the virtual identifier from the 
service network, i.e. commerce gateway, (see paragraph [0069] - Once the request for the 
application form is received by the commerce gateway, the commerce gateway provides buyer 
computer the application.) 

Referring to claim 3, Hutchinson et al. disclose a method for requesting a virtual 
identifier (see claim 1 above). Hutchinson et al. do not expressly disclose requesting multiple 
virtual identifiers from the service network. Shiloh discloses requesting multiple virtual 
identifiers from the service network, AVPP, (see paragraph [0085] - In Shiloh the user may have 
"more than one virtual personality, user may nonetheless establish more than one anonymous 
account with the AVPP".). At the time the invention was made, it would have been obvious to a 
person of ordinary skill in the art to modify the method disclose by Hutchinson et al. to include 
the step of requesting multiple virtual identifiers from the service network. One of ordinary skill 
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in the art would have been motivated to do this because it allows the user to "play different roles 
on the Internet" (see Shiloh paragraph [0085]). 

Referring to claim 4, Hutchinson et al. disclose a method for requesting a virtual 
identifier (see claim 1 above). Hutchinson et al. do not expressly disclose establishing the virtual 
identifier in the service network. Shiloh discloses establishing the virtual identifier in the service 
network (see paragraph [0048] - the AVPP may provide user with a virtual user name and virtual 
user information). At the time the invention was made, it would have been obvious to a person 
of ordinary skill in the art to modify the method disclose by Hutchinson et al. to include the step 
of establishing the virtual identifier in the service network. One of ordinary skill in the art would 
have been motivated to do this because it creates an environment of privacy on the Internet (see 
paragraph [0022] of Shiloh). 

Referring to claim 5, Hutchinson et al. disclose establishing the virtual identifier (see 
claim 1 above). Hutchinson et al. do not expressly disclose the service network comprises a set 
of virtual identifiers, one or more of which are linked to the first characteristics identifier of the 
first user equipment. Shiloh discloses the service network comprises a set of virtual identifiers, 
one or more of which are linked to the first characteristics identifier of the first user equipment 
(see claims 1 and 3 above). One of ordinary skill in the art would have been motivated to do this 
because it ensures that the virtual user can be identified in order to process the transaction (e.g. 
charge his/hers account, contact the user, ship product). 

Referring to claim 6, Hutchinson et al. disclose using a virtual identifier in 
communication between the first and second user equipment (see claim 1 above). Hutchinson et 
al. do not expressly disclose selecting, in the service network, the virtual identifier to be used for 
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communication between the first and the second user equipment. Shiloh discloses selecting, in 
the service network, the virtual identifier to be used for communication between the first and the 
second user equipment (see paragraph [0085] - a user may choose a different virtual entity for a 
given session). At the time the invention was made, it would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skill in the art to modify the method disclose by Hutchinson et al. to include the step of 
selecting, in the service network, the virtual identifier to be used for communication between the 
first and the second user equipment. One of ordinary skill in the art would have been motivated 
to do this because it allows the user to interact anonymously on the Internet (see paragraph 
[0022]). 

Referring to claim 7, Hutchinson et al. disclose establishing the virtual identifier (see 
claim 1 above). Hutchinson et al. do not expressly disclose establishing the virtual identifier in 
the first use equipment (see paragraph [0048] - the real user may edit and/or expand the content 
of the virtual user and/or add more information related to the virtual user. At the time the 
invention was made, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art to modify 
the method disclose by Hutchinson et al. to include the step of establishing the virtual identifier 
in the first use equipment. One of ordinary skill in the art would have been motivated to do this 
because it provides additional anonymity. 

Referring to claims 8 and 11, Hutchinson et al. disclose transmitting to the service 
network a request for establishing a communications connection between the first and the second 
user equipment, the request comprising the virtual identifier of the first user equipment (see 
paragraphs [0069] & [0086]). 
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Referring to claim 9, Hutchinson et al. disclose establishing communication between a 
first and second user equipment (see claim 1 above). Hutchinson et al. do not expressly disclose 
using a short message service for transmitting the request for establishing the communication 
between the first and the second user equipment. Shiloh discloses using a short message service, 
i.e. chat server, (see paragraph [0070] - users may use the virtual entities to interact with e-tailer, 
other users, web browser, or chat room). Shiloh does not explicitly state that the short message 
service is for transmitting the request for establishing the communications connection between 
the first and the second user equipment, but the examiner notes that the chat room of Shiloh is 
capable of performing the step. Thus, "the recitation of a new intended use for an old product 
does not make a claim to that old product patentable." In re Schreiber, 44 USPQ2d 1429 (Fed. 
Cir. 1997). 

Referring to claim 10, Hutchinson et al. disclose establishing communication between a 
first and second user equipment (see claim 1 above). Hutchinson et al do not expressly disclose 
an electronic mail server service for transmitting the request for establishing the communications 
connection between the first and the second user equipment. Shiloh discloses an electronic mail 
server service (see paragraph [0071] - the AVPP Internet site includes an e-mail server). Shiloh 
does not explicitly state that the email server is for transmitting the request for establishing the 
communications connection between the first and the second user equipment, but the examiner 
notes that the server of Shiloh is capable of performing the step. Thus, "the recitation of a new 
intended use for an old product does not make a claim to that old product patentable." In re 
Schreiber, 44 USPQ2d 1429 (Fed. Cir. 1997). 
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Referring to claim 1 1, Hutchison et al. disclose transmitting the request for establishing 
the communications connection between the first and the second user equipment from the second 
user equipment (see claim 8 above; also, note that Hutchison et al. teach a second user sending a 
response/service/product information) . 

Referring to claim 12, Hutchinson et al disclose receiving in the first user equipment 
virtual identifier (see claim 1 above). Hutchinson et al. do not expressly disclose receiving 
information about the use of the virtual identifier of the first user equipment. However, this 
difference is only found in the nonfunctional descriptive material and is not functionally 
involved in the steps recited. The receiving step would be performed the same regardless of the 
data. Thus, this descriptive material will not distinguish the claimed invention form the prior art 
in terms of patentability, see/w re Gulack, 703 F.2d 1381, 1385, 217 USPQ 401, 404 (Fed. Cir. 
1983); In re Lowry, 32 F.3d 1579, 32 USPQ2d 103 1 (Fed. Cir. 1994). Therefore, it would have 
been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to receive 
any type of data because such data does not functionally relate to the steps in the method claimed 
and because the subjective interpretation of the data does not patentably distinguish the claimed 
invention. 

Referring to claim 13, Hutchinson et al. disclose establishing a virtual identifier (see 
claim 1 above). Hutchinson et al. do not expressly disclose predetermining a given validity 
period during which the virtual identifier is valid. Shiloh discloses predetermining a given 
validity period during which the virtual identifier is valid (see paragraph [0020] - the virtual 
entity may have an expiration date). At the time the invention was made, it would have been 
obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art to modify the method disclose by Hutchinson et 
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al. to include the step of predetermining a given validity period during which the virtual 
identifier is valid. One of ordinary skill in the art would have been motivated to do this because 
it provides additional security for the user's real identity by using the virtual identifier for a short 
period. 

Referring to claim 14, Hutchinson et al. disclose predetermining one or more user 
equipment that have the right to use the virtual identifier (see paragraphs [0014] & [0077] - the 
user may establish sub-accounts). 

Conclusion 

10. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

• US Publication No. 2003/0009523 to Lindskog et al. discloses a system and method for 
securing privacy of chat participants. 

• US Publication No. 2005/0232191 to Wills discloses a method and apparatus for 
protecting identities of mobile devices on a wireless network. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jalatee Worjloh whose telephone number is (571) 272-6714. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Mondays-Thursdays 8:30 - 7:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, James Trammell can be reached on (571) 272-6712. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300 for Regular/After 
Final Actions and 571-273-6714 for Non-Official/Draft. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Any response to this action should be mailed to: 



Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 




P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 



Jalatee Woqloh 
Patent Examiner 
Art Unit 3621 



February 15, 2006 



